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happy? Why not sign autographs? This game doesn’t last 
long so you have to enjoy it while you’re playing it.”

Torii certainly has fun playing baseball, but his opponents 
sometimes carry a different tune when “Spiderman” 
is roaming center field. Hunter got the nickname 
“Spiderman” from climbing the outfield walls to rob home 
run balls, and he’s become quite the expert at it.

Out of all the amazing catches Torii has made playing 
center field, probably the most famous was in the 2002 
All-Star Game when he soared high over the fence to rob 
Barry Bonds of a home run. All Bonds could do was smile 
back in amazement of the Spiderman.

“First thing I do when I catch it and bring it in is I look to 
see the expression on the guy’s face, if he’s putting his 
head down or pointing at me,” Torii said. “I just love that 
expression, and the feeling I get is just awesome.”

Through his 11-year career with the Minnesota Twins, 
Hunter has been known as the one of the best defensive 
players in the game and with good reason. He’s collected 
seven straight American League Gold Glove awards, 
something he wants to continue after signing with the 
Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim in the offseason.

What some people seem to forget is Torii has talent on the 
offensive end as well. Last year, he hit 28 home runs and 
had 107 RBI, a career high. However, he’s always going to 
be best known for the “Web Gem” highlights he produces 
almost nightly.

Torii said kids need to focus on defense because that’s 
what wins games, and he brings up the Yankees as a 
perfect example to show hitting won’t win every game.

“Make sure you work on your defensive game,” Torii said. 
“Work twice as hard on defense as you do with hitting 
because hitting comes over time. On defense, you should 
never slump. Hitting may come and go, but your defense 
should never slump. If you got a slump in your defense 
then there’s a problem.”

The only slump on defense Torii Hunter may ever have 
is when he can’t jump high enough to rob a home run. 
Rounding the bases, the batter will breathe a sigh of 
relief, and sure enough, Torii will be looking in with a big 
smile on his face.

Spiderman will get you next time. 

At a Glance
Full Name: Torii Kedar Hunter

Team: Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim

Position: Center field

Number: 48

Bats: Right

Throws: Right

Height: 6’2”

Weight: 225 lbs. 

Born: July 18, 1975 in Pine Bluff, Ark.

Career Highlights:  
Seven-time American League Gold Glove winner, 
Two-time All-StarPhoto courtesy of the LA Angels
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